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Editorial

AWAKENING OF HINDU DIASPORA

Hindus all over the world are waking up. Hindu Diaspora is building up
strong bonds of brotherhood among themselves in different parts of the world
and their voice is reckoned and recognized by leaders of various nations. The
Hindu American Foundation has pursued with Democratic Congressman
Frank Pallone’s help for several years the issue of Kashmiri Pandits who are
living as refugees in their own country and Pallone has introduced a
resolution in the US House of Representatives recognizing that the religious
freedom rights and human rights violations of Kashmiri Pandits, which they
have endured for more than two decades. The resolution condemns the
extremist violence, lack of religious freedom, and human rights violations
committed against Kashmiri Pandits.

Hinduism is attracting the attention of people of various climes and countries
in the world. Sanskrit studies are flourishing in European countries. American
universities promote the studies of Sanskrit. In Buckingham Palace, the
British children chant in flawless Sanskrit the Vedic hymns to the amazement
of Hindus everywhere. Historians and research scholars of European origin
have come forward to reject the myth of Aryan Invasion and to recognize
Bharat as the home of Vedic culture and civilization which spread all over the
world. During the recent visit of this undersigned Sadhu to South Africa, he
had the opportunity to accompany a Czechoslovakian Research Scholar to
Karoo in Cape Province on an exploration to discover the ancient Indian
settlements in Africa. This Sadhu had also the opportunity to share the
platform with people belonging to various religions of the world who
appreciated his presentation of the universal and eternal values of Hindu way
of life. Even the Pope has confessed that Christianity is on the decline in
Europe. Millions all over the world are getting attracted to Hindu philosophy
and spiritual institutions.

However, the condition of the Hindus within their own Motherland,
Bharatavarsha, is very dismal and pathetic. There is no unity among the
Hindus. The Hindu political, social as well as religious leaders are keen in
perpetuating the divisions in the Hindu society so that they could satisfy their
own urge for domination over their respective castes and communities. The
religious and spiritual leaders lack the vision of great reformers like Sankara,
Ramanuja, Chaitanya, Namadev, Tukaram, Basava, Narayana Guru,
Vivekananda and Dayananda and instead of striving to unite all Hindus under
one banner, assiduously work for building up their own caste or community
organizations, mutts, and missions at the cost of Hindu unity so that they can
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amass riches and live a luxurious life in palatial ashrams. There are shameless
politicians among Hindus who condemn their own religion, culture and
values of life and go out of the way to please the people belonging to the
minority religious denominations like Islam and Christianity to get their vote
bank support and also to please their political mistress of foreign origin.

True, there are also a few enlightened people even among those who pursue
alien religions like Islam and Christianity which came into India. They
acknowledge that they are Hindus by virtues of their birth in this holy land of
Bharatavarsha and their forefathers being of Hindu origin. They accept the
universal and eternal values of life propounded by the great seers and sages of
Bharat. For example, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, former President of India,
once addressed a Convocation programme in the Guru Raghavendra
University in Mantralaya, sang the praise of the great saint by even reciting a
Sanskrit verse and proclaimed the glory and greatness of the wisdom
contained in the Vedas, Hindu scriptures and ancient Sanskrit works. Contrast
this to the statement of a stupid Hindu, who happened to be the Governor of
an Indian province and who addressed a Convocation ceremony of a Sanskrit
University where he asked the graduates a foolish question as to what they
were going to gain by studying Sanskrit when the world was moving into an
age of computer and nuclear sciences. The students answered by lifting the
chairs and stools and flinging them at him, forcing his security guards to
safely take him out of the hall. When Hindus protested against the demolition
of the Ramasetu bridge built by Lord Rama and now beneath the sea level at
the southern tip of the land, a brainless Chief Minister asked a silly question,
“In which Engineering college Rama studied to build a bridge?” and even
questioned the existence of Rama. Contrast this with the recent appeal of Dr.
Abdul Kalam to scientists, historians and researchers studying India's epics to
launch at least 100 PhDs with historical, geological, astronomical and space
scientists to ascertain the veracity of history and date of events, while
stressing that the use of Genology to relate to the scientific dating of epics
with human genome sequences, should also be employed. He proudly
recalled his connection to his native place Rameswaram and said, the bridge
used by Rama to travel to Sri Lanka, is found submerged at the same location
mentioned in Valmiki's writings, and as per estimates there has been a rise in
the sea level during the last 7000 years roughly corresponding to 9 feet -- the
same depth at which remains of Rama Setu were found.” He also proclaimed,
"This is an important factor which should work as an integrator of the entire
nation since all of us have come into this land from the same ancestors
and roots".

When the so called Secular, anti-Hindu politicians condemn day in and day
out every Hindu organization striving to unite the Hindus, and even condemn
a patriotic nationalist movement like Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh as
killers of Mahatma Gandhi, here comes an enlightened Christian, former
Supreme Court Judge, Sri K.T. Thomas, who recently addressed the Guru
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Pooja function of the organization, proclaimed that it was a lie to link RSS
with Gandhi assassination when the court of justice which conducted the trial
of Gandhi assassination has clearly stated that RSS has nothing to do with the
event and acquitted it. He said that he was proud to associate himself with
such a patriotic organization of disciplined cadres, rendering yeoman service
to the country. Even earlier, Justice M.C. Chagla, though a Mussalman, had
praised the RSS and its mentor, Sri Guruji Golwalkar. Contrast the views of
these enlightened Christian and Muslim Judges with that of a blockhead
Hindu Union Minister who always endeavours to trace the link of RSS to any
bomb blast that takes place within the country just to exhibit his loyalty to the
leader of his party who hails from a foreign land.

When well educated and enlightened people from other religions come
forward to trace their origin from the Hindu forefathers and proudly own the
Hindu values and way of life, where are the so called Hindus belonging to
various Hindu religious and spiritual organizations going? Our Swamis,
Sadhus, Peethadhiswars and Gurus should come out of the narrow confines of
their sectarian organizations and try to bring all Hindus under one banner
instead of concentrating on the building up of their sectarian institutions,
mutts and missions and minting money by marketing Yoga and Vedanta
inside the country and abroad,. That is possible if and only if all these
religious and spiritual heads and Hindu social leaders proclaim at the top of
their voice that they are all Hindus, children of Mother Bharat, the Mother of
all Gods, Avatars, and Gurus, and their first and foremost loyalty will be only
to the Motherland and the Hindu society and then only to their sectarian Gods
and founders of religions. Whether they come forward or not, when the
patriotic and elite Hindu society awakens, realizes the truth and shatters the
shackles of their caste and sectarian bondages, the selfish and self-centred
religious and social leaders will be thrown into the dust bin and the Hindu
Rashtra will once again emerge as the Loka Guru, the preceptor of the whole
world.
Vande Mataram! Bharat Mata Ki Jai!

Api swarnamayee Lankaa na me Lakshmana rochate
Jananee janmabhoomischa Swargaadapi gareeyasi

“Oh Lakshmana, I am not enamoured by the golden Lanka.
Mother and Motherland are more sacred than the Heaven!”

—Lord Ramachandra
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SADHU PROF. V. RANGA
TENTH VISIT TO SOUTH AFRICA

Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan, Founder Trustee of Sister Nivedita Academy,
Bharatamata Gurukula Ashram & Yogi Ramsuratkumar Indological Research
Centre, Sri Bharatamata Mandir and Sri Guruji Golwalkar Hindu Resource
Centre in Krishnarajapuram, Bangalore, flew into Durban, South Africa, to
receive a hearty welcome from devotees and heads of various Hindu religious
and spiritual organizations on the occasion of his tenth visit to the country on
Sunday, March 13, 2011.

At Sarva Dharma Ashram

At the King Shaka International Air Port, Durban, Sadhuji was received by
Sri Ranjive Nirghin, Chairman of Midlands Hindu Society and Dr. Dino who
sponsored the visit of Sadhuji, Swami Balasimha Bharati, sannyasi disciple of
Sadhu in South Africa, and other devotees. Sadhuji drove straight to Sarva
Dharma Ashram in Chatsworth, his own home in South Africa, where Mataji
Amritamayi and a large gathering of devotees including a number of black
children and women, regular participants in the Satsang at the Ashram, gave a
rousing reception. Sadhuji gave a brief talk admiring the growth of the
Ashram in leaps and bounds from the day one when he laid the foundation
and did bhoomi pooja two decades ago.

Mi dl ands Hindu Society’s Recepti

Sadhuji drove to Pietermaritzburg to commence the first lap of his tour in
South Africa and address a series of programmes organized by the Midlands
Hindu Society. Under the auspices of the Society, the Hindu organizations in
_ Midland region gave a rousing
reception to Sadhu in the Siva
Subramania  Temple Hall on
Monday, March 14, 2011
Addressing the gathering, Sadhuji
congratulated the Hindu
organizations for coming under the
banner of the Society and standing
together to protect and promote the
interests of the Hindus in the region.

In Midlands Hindu Society

He also thanked them for organizing his programmes in the region for more
than a month from that day. Copes Ville Hindu Society organized a
JULY-SEPTEMBER 2011 5
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programme on Tuesday, March 15. Speaking on the occasion, Sadhuji
stressed the need for unity among all Hindu organizations to preserve the
universal and rational values of life propounded by the great saints and sages
of Bharatavarsha.

Programmes in Pietermaritzburg

Senior citizens in the Aryan Benevolent Home in Pieermaritzburg received
the Sadhu on Wednesday, March 16, and Sadhu spoke on “Conquest of the
Fear of Death”. He pointed out that the Hindu way of life from
Bramhacharya to Sannyasa through Grihastha and Vanaprastha Ashrams
was indeed a grand march towards immortality. On Thursday, March 17, the
talk was on “Satyam, Sivam, Sundaram” in the Satya Sai Centre of PM Burg.
Sadhuji explained how the Vedic concepts of Sat, Chit and Ananda or
Existence, Consciousness and Bliss influenced the thought of Immanuel Kant
in his Critque of Pure Reason,
Critique of Practical Reason and
Critique of Judgement. In his talk at
Sri Krishna Mandir at PM Burg on
Friday, March 18, Sadhuji traced the
development of Vedic religion from
the adoration and worship of Mother
Nature to the highest Vedantic
realization of  the Advaitic
Consciousness.

With devotees in PM Burg
Visit to Ramakrishna Centre

Sadhu Rangarajan, accompanied by Sri Ranjiv Nirghin, called on Swami
Saradaprabhananda of Sri Ramakrishna Centre at Phoenix, Durban, on
Saturday, March 19. Swamiji gave a cordial welcome to Sadhuji. Sadhuji
discussed with the Swami about the need for setting up a Hindu Theological
College to train youth in South Africa on all aspects of Hindu thought and
culture from Vedic period to modern times and to integrate various
sampradayas, mutts and missions to serve the Hindu cause effectively. The
Swamiji assured all support and help for any such endeavour.

Interview to Radio Lotus

On Sunday, March 20, Smt. Veena Lutchman of Radio Lotus, Durban,
broadcast a live telephonic interview with Sadhu on the rationale and spiritual
significance of the Holi Festival. Sadhuji also spoke on the blind,
materialistic, avariciousness of man interfering with nature and the
devastating consequences like natural calamities. He also enlightened on the
mission of his visit to bring in Hindu unity and spread the scientific and
rational philosophy of Hinduism. Sadhu Rangarajan addressed a Satsang of
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Sanatan Dharma Sabha of Pietermaritzburg on Tuesday, March 22, 2011. Sri
Bali Pandey, Spiritual Head of the Sabha, welcomed Sadhuji who gave a talk
on Eternal Hindu Culture highlighting its scientific and rational outlook.

Interview to The Natal Witness

On Wednesday, March 23, 2011, Steven Cohen of THE NATAL WITNESS
interviewed Sadhuji. It was after a break of fifteen years that the veteran
journalist interviewed the Sadhu again, the last interview being the one which
took place when Sadhuji visited South Africa for the World Hindu
Conference in 1995. In the evening, Sadhuji gave a talk on the Rationale of
Hindu Worship in the Siva Subramania Mariamman Temple. Again, on
Thursday, March 24, Sadhuji spoke on the Evolution of Religion in India in
the same venue.

Call to the Hindu Youth

Midlands Hindu Society organized a meeting of the youth at Sanatan Ved
Dharma Sabha auditorium on Friday, March 25, 2011. Sadhu Rangarajan
gave a clarion call to the youth to rise up to the highest ‘Ideals of Youth’
propounded by the Vedic Rishis. Quoting from Taittiriya Upanishad,-- “Yuva
syaat sadhu yuvaadhyaayakah, aashishthah dradishthah, balishthahd “the
youth who is pure hearted, well versed in scriptures, endowed with noble
qualities, firm in resolutions and with physical strength”—Sadhuji said such a
class of youth will raise Hinduism to its pristine position and wipe out the
western values of life that were eating into the core of Hindu society. On
Saturday, March 26, Sadhuji addressed a satsang gathering at Guru
Rambharan’s Vedanta Ashram in PM Burg and spoke on “God and Self-
realization”.

Interview to SABC TV channel and Radio Hindvani

Sadhu Rangarajan drove down to Sarva
Dharma  Ashram,  Chatsworth, on
Wednesday, March 30, 2011, and gave an
interview for the Dharma Programme of
South African Broadcasting Corporation’s
TV channel recorded by Ms. Janisha and Sri
Sudha Singh of African Lotus Productions.

Interview to SABC

Sadhuji answered questions on Hindu religious and spiritual customs and
worship based on the science of astronomy and astrology developed by great
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seers and sages of ancient India which influenced even ancient civilizations
of Greece and Babylonia.

Later he drove to the studios of Radio
Hindvani in Durban and gave a live
interview to Mrs. Beena on the
universal and scientific aspects of
Hinduism.

At Radio Hindvani

He returned to PM Burg in the night to
continue his programmes in Midrand
region. On Thursday, 31% March, Sadhuji gave a talk in the Integral Yoga
Society on the topic, “Integral Yoga” which has come down from the ancient
Yogic rishis to the modern rishis like Sri Aurobindo. The talk was followed
by a question and answer session. On Friday, April 1, Sadhuji addressed the
Veda Dharma Sabha and spoke on the development of Vedic religion and
culture from the most ancient times.

Welcome to Swami Lokasangrahananda

Sivananda Vedanta Institute of Tongaat arranged a special gathering on
Sunday, April 3, 2011, to accord an official welcome to Swami
Lokasangrahananda, Spiritual Head of the Institute, who was formerly
Brahmachari Jayaram and was initiated into Sannyas by Swami Vimalananda
of Sivananda Ashram, Rishikesh, in a deeksha ceremony on Sivaratri Day,
March 28, which was attended by Sadhu Rangarajan also. Speaking in the
function for the official welcome of the new Swami, Sadhu Rangarajan
recalled his association with the Swami, right from the days when the latter
was a Brahmachari in the Divine Life Society of South Africa two and a half
decades ago and later during his training in the Vedanta Academy in Pune
and when Brother Jayaram set up the Vedanta Academy in South Africa
which grew in leaps and bounds. He delineated the highest ideals of Sannyasa
Ashram and expressed the hope and wish that Swami Lokasangrahanda will
live up to those ideals.

In the afternoon, Sadhuji gave a special interview to Charles Pillai on the
topic Vaastu Shaastra for the Dharma
Moments programme of SABC TV Channel.
He explained the scientific rationale of the
most ancient science.

In the Natal Museum

Sadhuji visited the Natal Museum of
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Pietermaritzburg on April 5 and he was received by the officials of the
Museum. Sadhu went round the Museum and saw the vast collection of
articles and monuments proclaiming the history and heritage of South Africa,
especially the Indian migration to the country. Sadhuji also visited the
Msunduzi Voortrekker Museum in P.M. Burg

Ramayana Week in Sanatana Dharma Sabha

Sanatana VVed Dharm Sabha of Pietermaritzburg organized a grand Ramayana
Week programme in the Sabha Shrine from 4™ to 12" April 2011 with a
series of discoursed by Sadhu Rangarajan everyday at 6-30 PM excepting on
Sunday, April 10. The talk on the first day was on the topic “Can our
problems be solved with prayer and chanting Lord Rama’s name?” Sadhuji
explained the scientific significance of Nama Japa with special reference to
the 15,500 crore Nama Japa Yagna for world peace started by Mataji
Krishnabai of Anandashram, Kanhangad, Kerala, in 1977. On the second day,
April 5, the talk was on the topic, “How does Ramayana teach Dharma, one
of Hinduism’s most important tenets?” Sadhuji explained in detail how the
various aspects of Dharma, like the putra dharma, pativrataa dharma,
braatru dharma, raaja dharma, sevaka dharma, etc., are all beautifully
expounded through the portrayal of various characters in the epic Ramayana.
On the third day, April 6, Sadhuji discussed the topic, “Why do bad things
happen to good people?” with special reference to Ramayana and expounded
the Law of Karma. On the fourth day, April 7, Thursday, Sadhuji gave a talk
on “Religion and Spirituality”. He pointed out that in India, Religion and
Spirituality are complementary to each other and founders of religion have all
been great spiritual leaders and philosophers unlike in the Semitic culture
where religion is blind and superstitious with belief in an imaginary God or
Father in Heaven who sends prophets to prescribe fanatic and fundamentalist
religious tenets, non-belief in which is sin inviting punishment in the so
called Hell. The most enlightened Vedic seers proclaimed in the Vedas and
Upanishads that the Ultimate Reality “from which everything arises, by
which everything is sustained and into which everything goes back™ is a
nameless, formless Brahman or all-pervasive Consciousness-Force, a
scientific fact accepted by the scientific world in this age of nuclear physics.
When scientists and philosophers who contradicted the fanatic and
superstitious beliefs of the Semitic religions were persecuted, Hindu way of
life accorded ample freedom of thought and accepted all religions as different
pathways to one Ultimate Reality. On Friday, April 8, the topic of Sadhu’s
discourse was “How to control our mind—the double edged sword?” Sadhuji
expounded the technique of Yoga as presented in the Bhagavad Gita and
Patanjali’s Yoga Sutras. On April 9, the sixth day of the series of discourses,
Sadhu explained “Why is the Hanuman Chalisa so powerful?” On 11" April,
The discourse was on the topic “Heaven on Earth—Raam Raajya and the
essentials of good government”. On the last day of the Ramayana Week,
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Tuesday, April 12, 2011, Sadhuji spoke on “Our roles and performance of
duties in today’s society and adapting to the changing world”.

Workshop on Dinacharya Mantras

Midlands Hindu Society organized a three day workshop for youth on
Dinacharya Mantrasd Hymns for Dedicating Our Daily Actions—at
Plesisslaer Arya Samaj, from April 6 to 8, 2011, everyday from 8-30 AM to
2-00PM. Sadhuji conducted classes for the youth on hymns that are to be
chanted while getting up from bed in the morning, at the time of bath, during
morning prayer, while taking food, while starting work, in the evening and in
the night before going to bed. Apart from training in spiritual practices, the
youth were taught Surya Namaskara
Yoga. Certificates were issued to all the
participants by Sister Nivedita Academy
of South Africa.

Students of  Dinacharya  Mantra
Workshop

Sri Vishwaroop Temple organized a public reception to Swami
Lokasangrahananda on Sunday, April 10, 2011, and Sadhu Rangarajan was
the guest of honour on the occasion. Sadhuji spoke on the ideals of Sannyasa
Dharma and invoked the blessings of Sri Bharatamata on the swami to pursue
a career of a spiritual preceptor
dedicated to the service of the Hindu
community in  South Africa. On
Monday, April 13, Sadhuji addressed
the Senior Citizens Eddles Club and
spoke on the “Vaanaprastha Dharma”
and called upon the elders to set
example to the younger generation on
living the highest wvalues of life
propounded by our sages and seers.

Addressing Senior Citizens
Sister Ni vedi-cbuase oA Elinddiemy ' s E

Sister Nivedita Academy of South Africa launched a E-learning course on
Hindu thought and culture in a grand programme addressed by Sadhu Prof. V.
Rangarajan, Swami Lokasangrahananda of Sivananda Vedanta Institute,
Tongaat, Swami Ramakripananda of Sarva Dharma Ashram, Chatsworth,
Swami Nischalananda of Integral Yoga Centre, PM Burg, and Swami
Balasimha Bharati, at Sanatan Ved Dharm Sabha Hall, on Wednesday, April
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13, 2011. Msunduzi Mayor, Mike Tarr and Msunduzi Muncipality Speaker,
Babu Bajoo graced the occasion and the Mayor accorded a hearty welcome to
the visiting Sadhu from India. Sadhuji spoke about the purpose of the course
to impart scientific and rational knowledge about all aspects of the glorious
Hindu culture and heritage from the Vedic period to modern times.

Certificates were presented to the participants of the Workshop for youth on
Dinacharya Mantras. Copies of Sri Ramacharitamanas of Goswami Tulsidas
were presented to all distinguished guests and representatives of various
Hindu organizations who had gathered on the occasion.

SwamilLokasangrahananda, Swami
Ramakripananda, Swami Sadhu
Rangarajan, Balasimha Bharati and
Swami Nischalananda in launching of E-
learning Course on Hinduism

Tami | New Year

s Day

On the Tamil New Year’s Day, Thursday, April 14, 2011, Sadhuji addressed
a gathering under the auspices of Tamil Protective Association of PM Burg.
He threw light on the most ancient science of Astronomy and Astrology
developed by the Hindus right from the Vedic period and how it influenced
the ancient Greeks and Arabs too who borrowed the scientific concepts from
the Hindus and developed their calendars. Sadhuji spoke on the precise
calculation of time, the Kalpas, Manwantaras, Mahayugas and the four Yugas
according to the Yajurveda, Taittiriya Samhita and on the basis of most
ancient astrological and astronomical treatises like Surya Siddhanta and
Brihad Samhita. On Friday, April 15, 2011, Sadhuji addressed a meeting of
the Hindu Young Men’s Association of PM Burg. He spoke on the eternal
and universal Hindu way of life and called upon the youth to preserve and
protect this ancient culture and heritage which they have inherited from their
glorious forefathers of Bharatavarsha.

Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh

Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh of Natal organized Yugadi Celebrations at
Clarewater on Sunday, April 17, and Sadhu Rangarajan was the Chief Guest
on the occasion. Sadhuji spoke on the significance of Yugadi, the beginning
of Hindu New Year, and on the founding of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
by a great patriot, revolutionary and freedom fighter, Dr. Keshav Baliram
Hedgewar at Nagpur in India on the auspicious Yugadi Day in the year 1928
for the integration and strengthening of the Hindu society and for the
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emancipation of the Hindu Nation. He said, the organization has grown in
leaps and bounds during the last 83 years and is today the biggest
organization not only In India, but all over the world where the Hindu
Diaspora has spread. In the evening, Sadhuji addressed Sankaranarayana
Sangha at Howick and spoke on Tamil culture and its roots in the Hindu
civilization. He enlightened the audience on the importance of the Tamil New
Year’s Day Celebration.

At Greytown Vishnu Mandir

After a hectic programme of activities in PM Burg for more than a month,
Sadhuji was taken by Smt. Radhika and Sri Dhayaram Aheer to Greytown on
Sunday, April 17, 2011, for a short stay in their farmhouse. On Monday,
April 18, Sadhu Rangarajan addressed the Hanumat Jayanti celebrations in
Sri Vishnu Mandir at Greytown. He explained the symbolic significance of
the exploits of Mahaveera Hanuman as the efforts of the highest intellect with
the help of the vanaras or mental faculties brought under the control of
Sugriva—sushthu grieva or well reigned, i.e. discipline— to destroy the
asuric forces of Kama, Kroda, Lobha, Mada, Maatsarya, etc and enable the
Paramatman to retrieve the Jivatman from the fortress of sensuality, the
Golden Lanka, and achieve the unity of the Jivatman with the Paramatman,
the Sita Rama Pattabhisheka. On April 19, Sadhuji gave yet another talk in
the Vishnu Mandir on Ramayana and explained how the highest ideals of life
propounded by the Rishis in the Vedas have been presented through concrete
examples of characters depicted in the epic. On Wednesday, April 20, Sadhuji
visited the Hindu temple at Cool Air and spoke on the Hindu Way of Life.

Satsang in Sivananda Vedanta Institute

Sadhu Rangarajan started his programmes in Natal province with a satsang in
the Sivananda Vedanta Institute at Tongaat on Sunday, April 24, 2011. The
satsang was attended by Swami Lokasangrahananda, Swami Nischalananda,
Acharya Vedananda and many other devotees. Sadhuji spoke on the topic,
‘The Meaning and Purpose of Life’. He pointed out that in the process of
evolution the soul reaches the realm of human life after passing through the
lower realms like the plant and animal life and the teleology of evolution was
to lead the soul from the human realm to a Divine realm. The sages and seers
of Bharatavarsha prescribed a way of life that will elevate mankind from
mundane material existence to a realm of immortality.

Sri Krishna Bhakti Vedanta Gurukula Programmes

Sri Krishna Bhakti Vedanta Gurukula organized a six day workshop on
Dinacharya Mantras at Sivananda Vedanta Institute from Monday, April25,
2011, and the classes were conducted by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan in the
morning hours every day. In the afternoon Sadhuji gave a discourse on
12 TATTVA DARSANA



‘Mantra, Tantra and Yantra’ throwing light on the subtle spiritual practices of
the Hindus. In the evenings, Sadhuji gave a series of discourses under the
auspices of Sri Krishna Bhakti VVedanta Gurukula at Tongaat Cultural Centre.

On Tuesday, April 26, Sadhuji gave a talk on ‘Sruti, Smriti and Purana’. Talk
on Wednesday was on ‘Varna Dharma’ and on Thursday, Sadhuji spoke on
‘Ashrama Dharma’. The last of the series of lectures on Friday was on
‘Hindu Spiritual Practices’. Sadhuji also explained the verses of Sadhana
Panchakam of Adi Shankaracharya. On Saturday morning, Sadhuji concluded
the workshop on Dinacharya Mantras and distributed certificates to all the
pardticipants. Sadhuji addressed the members, trustees and devotees of
Sivananda Vedanta Institute and stressed the need to educate Hindus on the
meaning and significance of religious and spiritual practices.

Hinduism Quiz for Youth

Sri Krishna Bhakti Vedanta Gurukula organized a Hinduism Quiz programme
for students and youth at Chinna Tirupati Temple at Tongaat on Sunday, May
1, 2011. More than a hundred participants in the Junior and Senior levels
participated in the quiz and answered questions on various topics like Hindu
Scriptures, Hindu Philosophy, Yoga and Meditation, Saints, Sages and
Swamis, Gods and Goddesses, Eco-Spirituality, Places of Pilgrimage, Hindu
Signs and Symbols, Rituals, Fasts and Festivals, and Sadhana and Spiritual
Practices. Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan, who was the guest of honour on the
occasion, congratulated the young participants and called upon them to
continue their intense study of Hindu religion, culture and philosophy and
cherish the precious heritage of their forefathers.

Tour of Gautang Province and Programmes for SABC

Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan flew into Johannesburg on Monday, May 2, 2011,
for his tour in the Gautang Province. He was received in the air port with
traditional welcome by Ms. Yashika Singh, Producer of Documentaries for
the Hindu Religious Programme, ‘Dharma Moments’, of South African
Broadcasting Corporation’s TV Channel, Sri Sinthal Ramiah of Hindu
Mahasabha, Sri Niven Soman, Organizer of Sadhu’s programmes and other
devotees. Some of the programme producers of SABC had an informal get-
together with the Sadhu in the residence of Yashika Singh and Sadhuji
discussed the universal values of Hinduism with them.

On Tuesday, May 3, 2011, Sadhuji drove to the SABC studios where he
addressed a gathering of SABC staff producing religious programmes for all
religions like Hinduism, Christianity, Islam and African religions and spoke
about the ‘Scientific Rationale of the Eternal and Universal Hindu Way of
Life’ which was appreciated by representatives of various religions.
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Art of Living Programme in Krugerdrop Prison

On Wednesday, May 4, 2011, Sadhu Rangarajan addressed a programme for
the prisoners of Krugerdrop Prison, organized by the Art of Living. Sadhuji
witnessed the demonstration of Yoga by the prisoners and spoke about the
effect of Yoga on the control of mind and elevation of the standard of human
life.

In the afternoon, Sadhuji went to SABC for a live interview by Sri Ashraf
Garda, Presenter of SAfm, SABC Radio Station. Sadhuji answered a volley
of questions from the interviewer and from the listeners from all over the
country on the role of Bharatiya Culture and Heritage in promoting universal
brotherhood and inter-religious understanding. On Thursday, May 5, 2011,
Sadhuji addressed the Gayatri Parivar at Lenasia and spoke about the
mythological origin of Gayatri Mantra and the scientific significance of
Gayatri Japa Sadhana and Havan.

Sri Bharatamata Pooja on Akshaya Triteeya

Akshaya Triteeya, the day auspicious for the worship of Sri Bharatamata was
celebrated with Bharata Chandi Homa at Shirdi Sai Mandir in Lenasia on
Friday, May 6, 2011. Sadhu Rangarajan performed the Havan and mothers
who had gathered there performed Deepa Pooja for Sri Bharatamata. Sadhu
Rangarajan quoted Mahayogi Sri Aurobindo and explained that Mother India
or Sri Bharatamata was not just a geographical territory with hills, dales,
rivers and mountains, but the manifestation of Mahashakti. As Rishi Bankim
Chandra sang in his immortal song, Vande Mataram, She is Durga, Lakshmi
and Saraswati combined and the preceptor of the whole world. Later, giving a
live interview to Smt. Sherita of Radio Eastwave in their studio, Sadhuji
pointed out that the great Rishis of
Bharatavarsha evolved a scientific
way of life to elevate entire
mankind to the realm of the
‘Divine and expected the children
of Mother Bharat to teach the way
of life known as Sanatana Dharma
to the whole world. Bharatamata,
therefore, is rightly called the Loka
Guru or Preceptor of the World.

Interview to Radio Eastwave

On Saturday, May 7, 2011, Sadhuji addressed a gathering at Marlboro Shiva
Temple and spoke about India’s contribution to the spirituality of the entire
world and development of religions in various parts of the globe.
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Guruppeyarchi Havan in Swami Ayyappan Temple

The auspicious occasion of Guruppeyarchi—the entering of planet Guru or
Jupiter into the constellation of Mesha or Sagittarius—was celebrated with a
special Havan in the Swami Ayyappan Temple in Pretoria on Sunday, May 8,
2011, and Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan was the guest of honour on the
occasion. The chief priest of the temple Sri Merugiri, who conducted the
Havan, earlier performed the traditional
padapooja to Sadhuji.

Padapooja to Sadhuji

Dr. R. Kolappan, Founder Trustee of
the temple, welcomed the Sadhu.
Addressing the congregation Sadhuji
spoke about the most ancient science of
astrology or Jyotisha Shaastra and the evolution of calendar in India which
was later adopted by the ancient Greeks, Egyptians and the Europeans.
Sadhuji also spoke about the movements of the stars and planets and their
effect on the life on the planet earth. Later Sadhuji gave an interview to the
SABC TV crew on the event of Guruppeyarchi and the scientific rationale of
Hindu festivals based on the ancient Hindu calendar.

In the evening, Sadhuji gave a live interview to Mrs. Kate Turkmgton of
Radio 702 and spoke about his
current visit to South Africa to
enlighten the intellectuals on the
eternal and universal values of life
propounded by the great Rishis, to
create unity and understanding
among people belonging to various
faiths and to discover the influence
of ancient Indian culture on the
African people.

Interview to Radio 702

Address to School Children and at Sai Centre

On Wednesday, May 11, 2011, Sadhuji addressed the students of Pretoria
Primary and High School in separate sessions and spoke about the goal of
education to inculcate spiritual and moral values apart from secular
knowledge and told stories of great men to the children. In the evening
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Sadhuji addressed a gathering at Vishnu Mandir in Lenasia and spoke on the
Message of Bhagavad Gita.

On Thursday, May 12, Sadhuji addressed
the children of Satya Sai School at Pretoria
and spoke about the building up of
character and discipline and secret of
success. In the evening Sadhuji gave a talk
in the Satya Sai Centre and spoke about the
message and mission of Bhagavan Satya Sai
Baba.

At Satya Sai Centre

Inauguration of Hindu Professionals Forum

Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan inaugurated the Hindu Professionals Forum of
Gautang Province at Honey Dew on Friday, May 13, 2011. Addressing a
gathering of elite, Sadhuji pointed out that in the West there was divorce
between science and religion, and spirituality was confused with spiritualism,
whereas in the ancient land of Bharatavarsha, the great rishis blended
Science, Religion and Philosophy into a harmonious, scientific and rational
way of life in the Veda Shaastra—the Science of Wisdom—that they
propounded. Along with the highest philosophy of life and transcendental
knowledge presented in the Vedanta, the rishis also developed various forms
of arts and sciences like Ayurveda or the Science of Life, Vaana Shaastra and
Jyotisha or Astronomy and Astrology, Dhanurveda or Military Science,
Vimaana Shaastra or Aeronautics, Sangeeta Shaastra or Musicology and
Naatya Shaastra or the Science of Dance. This encyclopaedic wisdom of
India attracted scholars and students from all over the world and
Bharatavarsha emerged as the preceptor of the world. Sadhuji said, it was the
duty of every educated Hindu to preserve the ancient wisdom of
Bharatavarsha and pass it on to people all over the world.

Address to Students, Swayamsevaks and Spiritual Organizations

Sadhuji addressed the students of Satya Sai School in Pretoria and narrated
the stories of great men of India in the morning on Saturday, May 14, 2011.
Later in the forenoon, he addressed the Swayamsevaks of the Hindu
Swayamsevak Sangh at Midrand and spoke about Dr. Keshav Baliram
Hedgewar and the founding of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh by him to
instill character, discipline and devotion to Motherland in the minds of the
Hindus to make them fit instruments to rebuild the Hindu Nation in Bharat.
Sadhuji said, the Sangh has spread its wings all over the world where children
of Mother India are settled.
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In the Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh

In the evening Sadhuji addressed the devotees of Satya Sai Centre in Benoni
and spoke about Science and Spirituality. He stayed in the Adi Shankara
Ashram at Lenasia in the night and addressed a satsang of the devotees of the
Ashram on Sunday, May 15, 2011. Sadhuji spoke about the importance of
Satsang in Spiritual Life and answered a number of questions of the devotees.
On Monday, May 16, 2011, Sadhuji addressed the students of Patidhar
School. Lenasia, in two separate sessions for the juniors and the seniors and
enlightened the children about the man-making and nation-building
education. In the evening he addressed the devotees of Sri Subramania
Temple in Benoni and spoke about the significance of temple worship. The
next day morning Sadhuji addressed the children of Benoni School and gave
guidelines to build up character and discipline right from the youth stage. In
the evening Sadhuji addressed a satsang in the Veda Viya Mandir, Benoni,
and spoke about scientific and rational religion. On Wednesday, May 18,
2011, Sadhuji addressed yet another congregation of the Swayamsevaks of
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh and spoke about the need to mould one’s life
spotlessly clean and on development of the spirit of patriotism and pride in
one’s culture and heritage.

On Thursday, May 19, 2011, Sadhuji addressed the Satya Sai Centre of
Lenasia in the Subramania Temple and
spoke on Satyamd Sivamd Sundaram. On
Sunday, May 22, 2011, Sadhuji addressed
a gathering of devotees in Madhya
Kailash Temple at Midrand and spoke
about the Concept of Shiva.

At Madhya Kailash Temple

Inter-Faith Unity Conference

The last and most significant programme in the tour of Sadhu Prof. V.
Rangarajan in Gautang Province was the Inter-Faith Unity Conference
organized by the Satya Sai Group at Leon Greenberg Bahai Centre where he
shared the platform with representatives and heads of various religions. Each
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and every religious group presented their prayers with chanting and rhythmic
movements followed by brief talks. After a short power-point presentation
about Sri Bharatamata Mandir at Bangalore, Sadhuji addressed the gathering
of elites who listened to his talk with rapt attention and thunderous applause.
Sadhuji started his speech recalling the soul-stirring message of Swami
Vivekananda in the Parliament of Religions at Chicago on September 11,
1893, wherein the patriot monk of India echoed the universal and eternal
prayer of millions of Hindus: “As the different streams having their sources in
different places all mingle their water in the sea, so, O Lord, the different
paths which men take through different tendencies, various though they
appear, crooked or straight,
all lead to Thee”.

In the Interfaith Unity
Conference

Sadhuji traced the origin of
all religions of the world
from the scientific and
rational wisdom of the great
Rishis of ancient Bharat who
proclaimed their intuitive
revelations in the Vedas, the
earliest spiritual literature of mankind, which spread to every nook and corner
of the world, inspired great philosophers of Greece, Crete, Babylonia and
Egypt, attracted men like Pythagoras and Jesus the Christ who sat at the feet
of the great teachers of Bharat to learn the meaning and purpose of life and
inspired modern philosophers and thinkers of the East and West like
Schopenhauer, Voltaire, Romaine Rolland, Max Muller, Lin Yutang and
Arnold Toynbee. Sadhuji spoke about the message and mission of
Bharatavarsha to promote unity of religions and brotherhood of man.
Sadhuji’s speech was well appreciated by representatives of various religious
organizations.

Programmes in Natal

After his successful tour of Gautang Province, Sadhu Rangarajan flew into
Durban on Monday, May 23, 2011, for further programmes in Natal
Province. The Shallcrosss Hindu Sabha, Shree Sadha Shiv Mandir, hosted
Sadhuji in a grand satsang in the evening and he spoke on the topic, ‘Process
of Self Development’. On Tuesday, May 24, 2011, Sadhuji addressed a
satsang at Sarva Dharma Ashram, Chatsworth, and spoke of the Life and
Message of Adi Shankaracharya. On Thursday, May 26, the Satya Sai Centre
organized a satsang and Sadhuji spoke about the Message of Bhagavan Satya
Sai Baba.
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Visiting Swamis from Sivananda Ashram, Rishikesh

Sivananda Vedanta Institute of Tongaat accorded a grand reception to Swami
Padmanabhananda, General Secretary of Divine Life Society, Rishikesh, and
Swami Narasimhalu, disciple of Swami Sivananda, at Tongaat Cultural
Centre Hall on Saturday, May 28, 2011. Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan was
invited as a special guest to felicitate the visiting Swamis and the Swamis
from South Africa, Swami Lokasangrahanda of Sivananda Vedanta Institute,
Swami Nischalananda of Integral Yoga Centre, Pietermaritzburg, and Swami
Chaitanyananda who had recently taken initiation from Sivananda Ashram,
Rishikesh. Swami Sivasankarananda of Adi Shankara Ashram of Lenasia and
Swami Balasimha Bharati, disciple of Sadhu Rangarajan, were also present.
Acharya Vedananda welcomed the guests. Speaking on the occasion, Sadhu
Rangarajan threw light on the Sannyasa Dharma and the traditional monastic
orders of Bharat. Quoting the Bhagavad Gita, he said, a true Sannyasi or Yogi
is one who performs all activities without any expectation of returns and not
one who simply gives up all activities
and rituals.

Reception to Visiting Swamijis

Sadhu Rangarajan performed a
Gayatri Havan in the Sarva Dharma
Ashram on Sunday, May 29, 2011,
and a number of devotees of the
Ashram participated in the Havan. The next day, he performed a Mrityunjaya
Havan in the house of one of the devotees of the Ashram and also addressed
the devotees on family values.

Visit to Chinmaya Mission

On Tuesday, May 31, 2011, Sadhuiji
gave a talk on Ramayana in the
Rammandir at Chatsworth. Later he
visited the Chinamaya Mission
Ashram where he was received with
Poorna kumbha and he spent a
couple of hours with Swami
Abhedananda, Spiritual Head of
Chinmaya Mission of South Africa,
and devotees of the Mission.

Sadhuji with Swami Abhedananda
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Sadhuji recalled his experiences as a young disciple at the feet of his siksha
guru, Swami Chinmayananda, and narrated how the Swamiji moulded his
devotees and disciples.

Exploration of Indo-African Civilization of Karoo

The most significant event in the tenth visit of Sadhu Rangarajan to South
Africa was his exploration in Karoo to discover the remnants of ancient
Indian Civilization in the African continent. Sadhuji, accompanied by a
devotee, Smt. Ambi Indharen, flew into Capetown in the morning of
Wednesday, June 1, 2011. Dr. Cyril Hromnik, a renowned Historian and
Research Scholar of Czech origin, who has been doing intensive research for
the last three decades on Indo-Africa and the origin of the Hottentots or
Quenas, the progeny of ancient Dravidians out of African bush women, had
invited Sadhu for a visit to Karoo. He received Sadhuji at the air port and they
were joined by two other devotees, Acharya Vedananda and Vedavyasa, all
of whom drove to Karoo, more than three hundred kilometres from
Capetown. All of them stayed in the guest house of Mr. David at Karoo, deep
inside the bushes. The next two days they went on an exploration of Karoo,
driving in two Mahendra station wagons through the bushes, hills and river
bed, locating the sites where the Quena people had set up their stone
structures to worship the sun on the occasion of the summer and winter
solstice and performing poojas to Siva linga and the Dik Devatas or deities of
different directions at the time of sunrise and sunset on the hilltops, according
to ancient Hindu customs. The structures they had erected centuries ago
proclaimed their astronomical and astrological genius of the people of Indian
origin.

Lectures in Cape Province

In the evening of Friday, June 3, 2011, Sadhu Rangarajan addressed a

gathering of Jyoti Satsang in the University of Eastern Cape and spoke on the

‘Knowledge of the Self’. The next day, he addressed a congregation in the

Radhakrishna Temple in Capetown and spokeon6 Vasudai va —Kut umb ak
The Whole World is One Family’. On Sunday, June 5, 2011, he addressed

two meetings in the forenoon—one at the Siva Alayam where he spoke on the

‘Dancing Siva’ and another at the Theosophical Society where he spoke on

“The Science of Religion’.

Further Programmes in Natal

Completing his successful visit to the Cape Province, Sadhu Rangarajan flew
back to Durban on Monday, June 6, 2011. He was seen off at the Capetown
airport by his hostess, Smt. Navaneetam Govender, and devotees Sri and Smt.
Subhas Rana. Immediately after his arrival at Durban, Sadhuji drove to the
Sivananda Vedanta Institute and had a get-together with representatives of
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Hindu organizations to discuss about bringing all Hindu organizations under
one banner to forge unity among Hindus. In the evening, Sadhuji performed a
Gayatri Havan and addressed a congregation of devotees at the residence of
Sri Vijay Bhagvandin at Chatsworth and spoke about the need for daily
religious and spiritual practices at home to set example to the younger
generation.

On Tuesday, June 7, 2011, Sadhuji was taken to Ashburton by Dr. Ramdas to
give counselling to devotees there and later to the residence of Smt. Kashmira
and Sri Ranjiv Nirghin, Sadhuji’s hosts in Pietermaritzburg, to take leave of
devotees and returned to Chatsworth. Sadhuji addressed a gathering of
devotees of Shankara Mission who had gathered to bid farewell to Swami
Balasimha Bharati who was accompanying Sadhuji to India. Sadhuji spoke
about the Glory of Bharatavarsha.

Hindu Maha Sabha of South Africa

The Hindu Maha Sabha of South Africa, the apex body of Hindu
organizations in the country, organized a grand function to felicitate Sadhu
Prof. V. Rangarajan for his work in the country. Sri Ashwin Trikamjee,
President of the Sabha, accorded a cordial welcome to Sadhuji in the Sabha
Bhavan and narrated experiences of Sadhuji in his earlier visits and how the
Sabha stood by him. Addressing the congregation in which representatives of
various Hindu organizations had taken part, Sadhuji spoke about the universal
culture of the Hindus, the need for Hindu unity and the enlightenment of
Hindu youth on the scientific and rational aspects of Hindu way of life.

Sadhuji appealed to the South African
Hindu Maha Sabha to take the initiative
to set up a College of Hinduism to
impart training to youth belonging to
various sects, missions and
organizations on all aspects of Hindu
thought and culture and Hindu religious
and spiritual practices.

At South African Hindu Maha Sabha

Sri Ashwin Trikamjee extended a special invitation to the Sadhu to visit the
country again and be a guest of honour on the occasion of the Centenary
Celebrations of South African Hindu Maha Sabha in May, 2012. Sadhuji
accepted the invitation and expressed the hope to be in the country on the
occasion.
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Devotees of Sarva Dharma Ashram organized yet another Gayatri Havan
performed by Sadhu at the residence of Smt. Kogi and after the havan, the
children presented a dance programme. Sadhuji addressed them and spoke
about the Natya Shastra of Bharata and Abhinaya Darpana of Nandi Deva.

Farewell to Sadhu Rangarajan

A grand farewell function to bid farewell to Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan and to
his disciple, Swami Balasimha Bharati accompanying him to Bharat, was
organized by devotees in the Sarva Dharma Ashram. Sri Ranjiv Nirghin,
Chairperson of Midland Hindu Society, compeered the programme. Acharya
Vedananda of Sri Krishna Bhakti Vedanta Gurukula of Tongaat, who had
accompanied Sadhuji in his visit to Karoo, presented a video presentation of
the Karoo visit. Swami Ramakripananda, Swami Lokasangrahananda and
Swami Balasimha Bharati paid tributes to Sadhu for his work in South Africa.
Replying to the felicitations, Sadhuji
appealed to all devotees and leaders of
Hindu organizations to strive for Hindu
unity and revival of Hindu cultural and
spiritual values in each and every Hindu
home. He thanked them all for the
spontaneous help and cooperation that
they had extended to him during the
three months stay and expressed his
hope to see them again next year.

| =SS

Farewell to Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan

On Saturday, June 11, 2011, in the morning hours, devotees and Swamijis
came to the King Shaka International Airport in Durban to see off Sadhu
Rangarajan and Swami Balasimha Bharati. Devotees in Johannesburg
received him and saw him off before he flew to Bangalore via Mumbai by Jet
Airways Flight in the afternoon. After his eventful Digvijaya and Dharma
Prachaara yaatra in South Africa by the grace and blessings of his Deeksha
Guru, H.H. Yogi Ramsuratkumar Maharaj, Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan
accompanied by Swami Balasimha Bharati, landed on the sacred soil of
Bharatavarsha on Sunday, June 12, 2011. Vande Mataram Bharat Maataa ki
Jai! Jai Yogi Ramsuratkumar!

“ Ad oaonadf ithe Motherland as the manifestation of the
Supreme Force, seeking the Divine through the service to fellow
beings, and total surrender at the feet of a self-realized Master
who will lead one from untruth to Truth, darkness to Light and
death to Immortality makes one worthy to claim the title of
Bharatiya—the child of the Land of Light.”

—Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan
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